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day (for aught I can learn) brought into common practice in any
other Nation. And there is reason enough to expect the like Fate
for the design here proposed.

The Essay itself is divided into four parts, of which the first
part deals with the natural history of discourse. In opposition to
the pedantic tradition which advertises the wares'of the teacher
by extolling the merits of his subject, Wilkins is at pains to
promote a conscious need of reform by diagnosing the defects
of current and ancient languages. With one or two exceptions,
such as the anomalous position of Lithuaniaa in the Slavonic
group, his classification of eleven families includes the main
divisions of the Aryan tongues, as now recognized, without
separating them as a group from the Uro-altaic and Basque
("Cantabrian") or from the various languages of Asia, Africa
or North America also cited in the list. In short, the classification
of languages follows Scaliger, and reflects the contemporary
practice of the herbarium, antedating the new principles of
classification which, invaded both chemistry and philology after
the work of Linnaeus and Cuvier.

As with biology, so with philology, the obstacle to an evolu-
tionary classification *was the lack of codified knowledge. The
Miltonic picture of the Creation was not as yet a dogma which
could expose Hookers interpretation of fossils to the charge
of impiety, and its corollary that Hebrew was the medium of
discourse of the Garden of Eden did not as yet present a stone
wall to evolutionary linguistics in Protestant countries. Wilkins
dismisses it with good-humoured Broad Church casuistry:

From the several defects and imperfections which seem to be
in this Language, it may be guessed not to be the same which
was consecrated with our first Parents and spoken by Adam in
Paradise.

Needless to say, defects of spelling receive their full share as
a prelude to a Real Character, and here we may possibly discern
the influence of contemporary social circumstances propitious
to what would otherwise seem to be an incredibly daring project